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What is the Law Commission?

The Law Commission is an independent group
set up by Parliament to make sure the law is
working well in England and Wales (Scotland
has its own Commission).

If the Law Commission thinks that there is a
problem with the law it will tell Parliament.

Only Parliament can decide if a law should be
changed. But the Law Commission can look into
it and ask people what they think and then pass
their views on to Parliament.

The law  in England and Wales is a mix of:

statute law (that means laws passed by
Parliament)    

common law (that means laws decided by
the courts) 
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What does the Law Commission do?

Our job is to make sure the legal system works
well. We do this by:

Making sure the law is fair, modern, easy to
understand and does not cost too much.

 Asking as many different people as
 
 

   
   

 possible what they think so that most
 people agree with the laws we have.

Making sure there are not too many laws
on the same thing. We also get rid of laws
that are not used anymore (if Parliament
agrees.)
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What has the Law Commission done so
far?

The Law Commission has asked Parliament to
make many changes to the law and this has
made a big difference to people's lives by
making our laws easier to understand.

Parliament does not always agree with what the
Law Commission says. But most of the time it
does.

You can see a list of some of the ideas that have
been agreed, and some that are still waiting for
Parliament to decide, on our website
www.lawcom.gov.uk
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Here are some examples of laws that have been
changed after  the Law Commission looked into
the way they were working:

Family Law  Act 1996

        
 

This changed the law on domestic
violence.

Computer Misuse Act 1990

         This is a new law on using computers.

Land Registration Act 2002

This made big changes to the law  on
 proving you own your home.
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Consumer Protection Act 1987
 
 

        
 

This made the law better for people who
buy things that go wrong.

Family Law Reform Act 1987

Thanks to this law, you don't lose out if your
parents are not married when you are born.
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What areas of the law does the Law
Commission cover?

The Law Commission covers all different areas
of law, for example:

Family Law

Housing Law

Criminal Law
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Business Law

See www.lawcom.gov.uk for a full list
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Who's Who at the Law Commission?

There are 5 Commissioners who all work full-
time.

See www.lawcom.gov.uk to find out more
about them.

The Chairman is a High Court judge. The other
four Commissioners, who are chosen by the
Lord Chancellor (a senior government minister)
are all barristers, solicitors or teachers of law.
They keep the job for 3 years (or sometimes
longer).

The Commissioners have a team of staff to help
them with their work. The team is led by a chief
executive
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If this is a problem the Law Commission may
decide to bring these laws together.

This does not change the law but it does make
things easier.

Getting Rid of Old Laws

As we have seen, part of the Law Commission’s
job is to “tidy up” our laws. This can also mean
getting rid of old laws that are no use anymore.

But it also is important to make sure that no one
loses out if we decide to get rid of a law. That is
why we have to ask people what they think
before we make changes and get rid of an old
law.
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Changing the Law – the stages we go
through

Once the Law Commission has agreed to
change a law, or laws, we first talk to the
Government department that will be affected.

We often start by looking at other systems of law
and see how they handle the problem

Then we send out a paper to everyone we think
will be interested saying what we think is wrong
with the law and some ideas on what could be
done about it.

We then ask people for their views. You can look
on our website for the work we are doing at the
moment. www.lawcom.gov.uk
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Once we have heard what other people have to
say we write a report and show it to the
Government department that deals with that 
area of law.

Sometimes we draw  up a bill (list of changes)
for Parliament to look at so they can vote on the
changes.

All of our papers can be seen on our website or
bought from The Stationery Office.

Anyone who would like to contact us can email
us or write in (see the end of this report for how
to).
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New staff

Each year the Law Commission needs about 15
assistants to join our legal teams for about 12
months.

They work closely with Commissioners and
lawyers, and help with research, coming up with
ideas and draft reports. It is a great chance to
learn about the law.

We also sometimes need lawyers.

All jobs go up on our website.
www.lawcom.gov.uk
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                  Contact details

For more information

go to www.lawcom.gov.uk

For general enquiries

Email

 chief.executive@lawcommission.gsi.gov.uk

or write to

The Law Commission
Conquest House
37-38 John Street
Theobalds Road
London WC1N 2BQ
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Telephone 020 7453 1220

Fax: 020 7453 1297

The Law Commission cannot help with individual
cases. We also cannot help with student work

.
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