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What is the Law Commission?

The Law Commission is an independent group
set up by Parliament to make sure the law is
working well in England and Wales (Scotland
has its own Commission).

If the Law Commission thinks that there is a
problem with the law it will tell Parliament.

Only Parliament can decide if a law should be
changed. But the Law Commission can look into
it and ask people what they think and then pass
their views on to Parliament.

The law  in England and Wales is a mix of:

statute law (that means laws passed by
Parliament)    

common law (that means laws decided by
the courts) 
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Who's Who at the Law Commission?

There are 5 Commissioners who all work full-
time.

See www.lawcom.gov.uk to find out more
about them.

The Chairman is a High Court judge. The other
four Commissioners, who are chosen by the
Lord Chancellor (a senior government minister)
are all barristers, solicitors or teachers of law.
They keep the job for 3 years (or sometimes
longer).

The Commissioners have a team of staff to help
them with their work. The team is led by a chief
executive


